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that 'our passion was peace,' and reduced the regular army
to nothing and laid up the navy and refused to continue
building it and stated that the nation in arms, the militia
without any training or trial, would be fit to defend us.

"For a President to announce that our passion is peace
and therefore to refuse to prepare is bad. But it is not
quite so bad as to announce that the nation is 'too proud to
fight,' and to put men like Daniels at the head of the Navy
Department and to keep him there and have the navy kept
in the Gulf of Mexico under conditions that almost ruin its
efficiency, and to use the army under circumstances deeply
detrimental to the morale of both the officers and the en-
listed men, and finally to make speeches and write an An-
nual Message, such as he wrote last December, which are
deliberate and direct arguments against all efficiency and
all preparedness. It was an elaborate argument against
preparedness, excellently calculated to puzzle our people
and to keep them from trying to get ready.

"Every army officer in the country who is trying to pre-
pare is doing it against the feeling of the President and
knows he has to be cautious so as not to arouse the hostility
of the President, a hostility which has been incurred by
every man in either the army or the navy who has fearlessly
done his duty during the last year. Until we are willing
to tell the truth about history, until we are willing to admit
what humiliation and loss the War of 1812 (which was
for us a defeat or at least a draw) caused us, and how this
humiliation and loss were directly due to the action of the
American people themselves, through the leaders whom
they adored, Jefferson and Madison, and until we are will-
ing to make our present-day politicians know that there is
an active sentiment which will hold them responsible for
failure to prepare, I am afraid we shall not make much
headway."

To Owen Wister he wrote again on July 7, 1915:
"All the earlier part of your article on 'The Pentecost of
Calamity' is so admirable and I feel so very strongly the